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Objections to Intentionalism 
1. Grice doesn’t place enough emphasis on 

the requirements of linguistic convention 
(44–45) 

2. Some illocutionary acts are not intended to 
produce perlocutionary effects (e.g., 
greeting, stating, predicting, promising, 
etc.)



Kennst du das 
Land wo die 

Zitronen 
blühen?





Constitutive vs.  
Regulative Rules



Searle’s theory of Promising 
Given that a speaker S utters a sentence T in 
the presence of a hearer H, then, in the 
utterance of T, S sincerely (and non- 
defectively) promises that p to H if and only if: 
(1)Normal input and output conditions obtain.



Given that a speaker S utters a sentence T in the 
presence of a hearer H, then, in the utterance of 
T, S sincerely (and non- defectively) promises 
that p to H if and only if: 
Propositional Content Conditions: 
(2)S expresses that p in the utterance of T. 
(3)In expressing that p, S predicates a future act 

A of S.
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Given that a speaker S utters a sentence T in the 
presence of a hearer H, then, in the utterance of 
T, S sincerely (and non- defectively) promises 
that p to H if and only if: 
Preparatory Conditions: 
(4)H would prefer S's doing A to his not doing A, 

and S believes H would prefer his doing A to 
his not doing A. 

(5)It is not obvious to both S and H that S will do 
A in the normal course o f events.
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Given that a speaker S utters a sentence T in the 
presence of a hearer H, then, in the utterance of 
T, S sincerely (and non- defectively) promises 
that p to H if and only if: 
Sincerity Condition 
(6) S intends to do A. 
(6)a. S intends that the utterance of T will make 

him responsible for intending to do A.
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Given that a speaker S utters a sentence T in the 
presence of a hearer H, then, in the utterance of 
T, S sincerely (and non- defectively) promises 
that p to H if and only if: 
Essential Condition 
(7) S intends that the utterance of T will place 

him under an obligation to do A.
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Given that a speaker S utters a sentence T in the 
presence of a hearer H, then, in the utterance of T, S 
sincerely (and non- defectively) promises that p to H if 
and only if: 
(Communicative Condition) 
(8) S intends (i-1) to produce in H the knowledge (K) that 

the utterance of T is to count as placing S under an 
obligation to do A. S intends to produce K by means of 
the recognition of i-1, and he intends i-1 to be 
recognized in virtue of (by means of) H’s knowledge of 
the meaning of T.
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Given that a speaker S utters a sentence T in the 
presence of a hearer H, then, in the utterance of 
T, S sincerely (and non- defectively) promises 
that p to H if and only if: 
(Semantic Condition) 
(9) The semantical rules of the dialect spoken 

by S and H are such that T is correctly and 
sincerely uttered if and only if conditions (1)-
(8) obtain.
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