
About the Course 
What is it to be an intelligent being that can think, sense, feel, 
and communicate with language? Philosophers and psycholo-
gists have answered this question in very different ways during 
the last century. And although the two disciplines have moved 
roughly in parallel through various theoretical trends, they 
articulated each trend in quite different ways. 

In this course, we’ll take a tour of some of the ways that 
people have theorized about the human mind and its rela-
tionship to language over the last 100 years. The theoretical 
frameworks that we will cover will include Cartesian dualism, 
introspectionism, psychoanalysis, behaviorism, and a variety 
of more recent trends in cognitive science. 

Online & Asynchronous 
This is a fully online course: we won’t have any in-person 
meetings. It is also fully asynchronous, which means that 
there are no specific times when you have to participate. In 
particular, we will not be using video-conferencing software 
(like Blackboard Collaborate or Zoom) to hold synchronous 
discussions with the whole group. 

Instead, there will be readings and assignments that you 
will be expected to complete by Tuesday of every week, and I 
have set up a Slack workplace in which we can have asyn-
chronous discussions as the semester goes on. 

Grade Breakdown 
Weekly Assignments: 60% 
Term Paper: 40% in total, broken into these components: 

• Outline: 10% 
• Penultimate Draft: 10% 
• Final Draft: 20% 

Website and Readings 
All of the required readings and assignments will be posted  
on the course website: 

http://danielwharris.com/teaching/268online/ 
To access some of the readings, you will need to use the fol-
lowing username and password: 

username: minds 
password: brains 

There is one textbook that we’ll read a lot of, and you may 
want to buy a copy of that. It’s about $12 on Amazon, or $5 
used. You can also just get a PDF on the website if you’d like. 

• André Kukla and Joel Walmsley (2006): Mind: A Historical 
and Philosophical Introduction to the Major Theories. Hack-
ett Publishing. ISBN: 087220832X 

Reading Requirements 
The course is divided into 15 units, one per week. Each unit 
focuses on one or two required readings. I expect everyone to 
read these texts closely and carefully before completing the 
weekly assignments. I will also post optional supplementary 
readings. These are designed to help you to understand the 
main readings, or to further flesh out some of their claims. 
Although they are optional, I think that you will find them 
useful if you take the time to read them. 

Our Slack Workplace 
Slack is a tool that is commonly used by teams in workplaces 
to to communicate. It allows groups to leave messages for 
each other, to send direct messages to other individuals in the 
group, to post videos, to have one-on-one video calls, and 
much more. We will use it for all of these things 

I have created a Slack workplace for the class. To get to it, 
y o u c a n o p e n s l a c k a n d j o i n t h e r o o m 
philosophy268.slack.com. You can also click this link to be 
taken there. Slack can be used in a web browser without 
downloading an app, but I highly recommend that you 
download the Slack app to your phone and/or computer, 
adding the workspace, and turning on notifications so that 
you will get messages. (It’s free!) 

Blackboard? 
I will use Blackboard to post your grades, but not for any other 
purpose. 

How to contact me 
Our main ways of communicating with each other will be the 
course website and Slack (both explained below). But there 
are several other options as well. You can email me at the ad-
dress at the top of this page. You can also arrange (via Slack or 
email) to have a private videoconference with me. I should 
have time available on most weekdays. One component of 
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your term-paper project will be a requirement that you have a 
brief, private video call with me. 
It is important that you can regularly receive emails from me. 
When I email you, I will use whichever email address is listed 
for you in CUNYfirst. So it is very important that the email 
listed there is one that you regularly check. If you would like to 
change the email listed for you in CUNYfirst, it is easy to do 
so. Just click this link and follow the steps described there: 

http://www.hunter.cuny.edu/cunyfirst/repository/files/
CUNYfirst_Email_Address.pdf 

This is your responsibility. If you are late with an assignment 
because an email from me went to the wrong address, you will 
not receive credit for the assignment. 

Weekly Assignments 
You will be expected to complete an assignment of some kind 
by the end of each Tuesday evening. The assignment will in-
volve some writing, and will presuppose that you have com-
pleted the required reading(s). Some assignments may also 
ask you to do some additional reading or research.  

The nature of these assignments will vary from week to 
week, but you will always be asked to submit a paragraph or 
two of critical feedback about the required readings. This crit-
ical feedback can take many forms. For example, you can pose 
a detailed question about something that puzzled you or that 
you found intellectually unsatisfying. You can raise an objec-
tion to something that you read. Or you could find a piece of 
research that undermines or adds a further source of support 
to something in the reading. In general, I will evaluate these 
assignments by looking for evidence that you have carefully 
read and thought about the required readings, including what 
is confusing or unconvincing about them. 

Every Wednesday, I will post written and video responses 
to your critical feedback on the page for that week. I encour-
age you to read through other students’ feedback and my re-
sponses, and to further discuss them on Slack. 

Each of these assignments is worth 4% of your overall grade 
in the course. In total they are worth 60%. 

Research Paper 
At the end of the semester, you'll be expected to write a re-
search paper. The purpose of this paper will be for you to take 
a deeper dive into a debate that we touch on in class, or that is 
related to something we'll study. Your job will be to find the 
major primary sources on this debate, read them, and explain 
how the arguments for both sides work. If you think that one 
side of the debate is winning, you should explain why. If you 
think the debate is unsettled, you should explain what kind of 
further evidence would help to settle it. Your research paper 
should be approximately 1500–2000 words long (about 6–8 
pages, double spaced). 

Abstract and Draft 
You will be graded on your research paper in stages, each of 
which will be important to your grade. The final draft is worth 
20% of your final grade, but there will also be two earlier com-
ponents: 

• First you will create a 2-page outline in which you’ll explain 
your plan for writing the paper (your thesis, an outline of 
your argument, and a preliminary list of important sources 
on your topic). I will give you feedback on this outline to 
make sure that you are making progress in the right direc-
tion.  

• Next you will hand in a penultimate draft of your paper. 
This should not be a rough and sloppy first draft. You 
should have already spent time editing and revising it by 
this stage. The draft should be about 1000–1500 words 
(about 4–6 pages). I will give you feedback on this draft to 
give you a chance to improve it before the end of the se-
mester. 

Stay connected! 
Since this is a fully online course, there is considerable risk 
that some students will fail because they fall out of the rou-
tine of participating in the course. Knowing this can help you 
to avoid a bad outcome. The most important thing for you to 
do is to get into a weekly routine of doing the readings and 
assignments, and to make sure that you don’t skip any. If you 
are having trouble doing this, or if you miss a week for some 
reason, please reach out to me to let me know what’s going 
on. I will do my best to help you get caught up. I really don’t 
want to lose track of anyone! 

Late Assignment Policy 
Assignments will lose 10% of their value for every day that 
they are late. 

Tentative Schedule & Readings 
Note: this schedule is subject to change. The course website 
will contain a current version. 

Week 1 (31 Aug – 4 Sept) 
Cartesian Dualism 
Descartes: Meditations 1 + 2 
Chomsky: Cartesian Linguistics (excerpt) 
Kukla and Walmsley (K&W): Chapter 1 

Week 2 (7–11 Sept) 
Introspection 
K&W: Chapter 2 
Eric Schwitzgebel: ‘The Unreliability of Naive Introspection’ 

Week 3 (14–18 Sept) 
Psychoanalysis 
K&W: Chapters 3–4 

Week 4 (21–25 Sept) 
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Behaviorism in Psychology 
K&W, Chapter 5 

Week 5 (28 Sept – 2 Oct) 
Behaviorism in Philosophy 
Ryle, The Concept of Mind (excerpt) 

Week 6 (5–9 Oct) 
The downfall of behaviorism in psychology 
Chomsky: Review of Skinner’s Verbal Behavior 
K&W, §§6.1–6.2 

Week 7 (12–16 Oct) 
The downfall of behaviorism in philosophy 
Putnam, ‘Brains and Behavior’ 

Week 8 (19–23 Oct) 
Kinds of materialism 
K&W, §§6.3–6.5 
Putnam, ‘The Nature of Mental States’ 

Week 9 (26–30 Oct) 
The nature of thoughts 1: The intentional stance? 
Dennett: ‘True Believers’ 
K&W: §§7.1–7.2 

Week 10 (2–6 Nov) 
The nature of thoughts 2: The language of thought? 
Fodor: The Language of Thought (excerpt) 
K&W: §§7.3–7.4 

Week 11 (9–13 Nov) 
Generative Grammar 
Chomsky: Knowledge of Language 
Janet Fodor: ‘Comprehending Sentence Structure’ 
K&W: §§7.5–7.6 

Week 12 (16–20 Nov) 
Nature and Nurture 
Gleitman and Newport: ‘The Invention of Language by Chil-
dren’ 
Garson: The Biological Mind, ch.4 

Week 13 (23–25 Nov) 
Artificial Intelligence 1 
K&W, §§7.7–7.9 
Turing: ‘Computing Machinery and Intelligence’ 
John Searle: ‘Minds, Brains, and Programs’ 
Gideon Lewis-Kraus: ‘The Great A.I. Awakening’ 

Week 14 (30 Nov – 4 Dec) 
Artificial Intelligence 2 
K&W, §§8.1–8.2 
Gary Marcus: Artificial General Intelligence: Why Aren’t We 
There Yet? 
The Daily Nous Blog: Philosophers on GPT-3 

Week 15 (7 Dec – 9 Dec) 
TBD 

Academic Dishonesty 
Hunter College regards acts of academic dishonesty (e.g., plagiarism, cheating 
on examinations, obtaining unfair advantage, and falsification of records and 
official documents) as serious offenses against the values of intellectual hon-
esty. The College is committed to enforcing the CUNY Policy on Academic 
Integrity and will pursue cases of academic dishonesty according to the 
Hunter College Academic Integrity Procedures. 

ADA Statement 
In compliance with the ADA and with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, 
Hunter College is committed to ensuring educational access and accommo-
dations for all its registered students. Hunter College’s students with disabili-
ties and medical conditions are encouraged to register with the Office of 
AccessABILITY for assistance and accommodation. For information and 
appointment contact the Office of AccessABILITY located in Room E1214 or 
call (212) 772-4857 /or VRS (646) 755-3129. 

Policy on Sexual Misconduct 
In compliance with the CUNY Policy on Sexual Misconduct, Hunter College 
reaffirms the prohibition of any sexual misconduct, which includes sexual 
violence, sexual harassment, and gender-based harassment retaliation 
against students, employees, or visitors, as well as certain intimate relation-
ships. Students who have experienced any form of sexual violence on or off 
campus (including CUNY-sponsored trips and events) are entitled to the 
rights outlined in the Bill of Rights for Hunter College. 

a.Sexual Violence: Students are strongly encouraged to immediately report 
the incident by calling 911, contacting NYPD Special Victims Division Hot-
line (646-610-7272) or their local police precinct, or contacting the Col-
lege's Public Safety Office (212-772-4444). 

b. All Other Forms of Sexual Misconduct: Students are also encouraged to 
contact the College's Title IX Campus Coordinator, Dean John Rose 
(jtrose@hunter.cuny.edu or 212-650-3262) or Colleen Barry (colleen.bar-
ry@hunter.cuny.edu or 212-772-4534) and seek complimentary services 
through the Counseling and Wellness Services Office, Hunter East 1123. 

CUNY Policy on Sexual Misconduct Link: http://www.cuny.edu/about/admin-
istration/offices/la/Policy-on-Sexual-Misconduct-12-1-14-with-links.pdf
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