
ABOUT THE COURSE 
This course is an introduction to two of the central branches of 
philosophy, metaphysics and epistemology. Epistemology is the 
study of knowledge, whether we have any, how we get it, and how 
it’s structured. Metaphysics asks fundamental questions about the 
nature of the world and our place in it.  

Our focus this semester will be on some of the big debates in 
metaphysics and epistemology that have occupied philosophers in 
the English-speaking world in the Twentieth Century—what is 
sometimes called the analytic tradition in philosophy. We’ll start by 
reading a whole book by Bertrand Russell, one of the founders of 
analytic philosophy, and then we’ll look at how others have gone on 
to debate some of the issues he raises there. 

If all goes well, you’ll end the semester with a good sense of at 
least some parts of what metaphysicians and epistemologists have 
been up to over the last century. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
Daily Five-Minute Quizzes — 20% 
First Essay — 15% 
Second Essay — 20% 
Third Essay — 25% 
Final Exam — 20% 

DAILY FIVE-MINUTE QUIZZES 
We’ll begin every class with a five minute quiz consisting of two or 
three short questions about that day’s reading and/or the previous 
day’s discussion. You should be able to answer the questions in a 
sentence or two. 

Quizzes will be graded on a pass/fail basis. The quizzes are 
worth 20% of your total grade, and we’ll have something like 25–28 
quizzes in total. Here is how I will calculate your final quiz grade out 
of 20: 

                                     number of quizzes you passed quiz grade = 20 ×  ___________________________ 
                                    total number of quizzes – 3 

This means that you can miss or fail up to three quizzes before it 
will begin to have a negative impact on your grade; after that, each 
quiz that you miss or fail will lower your final grade by a bit less 
than one percentage point. 

ESSAYS 
Three essays will be due during the semester. The first one will be 
short and the topic will be simple, and they will increase in length 
and complexity after that. I’ll give out the assignments at least two 
weeks in advance of the due dates. 

FINAL EXAM 
The final exam will consist of short essays on topics we cover in 
class. You’ll have a choice of questions to answer, and I will share 
the questions with you at least a few days in advance. 

The final exams for both sections will be on Tuesday, December 
22nd. The exam for Section 01 will be 11:30–1:30, and the exam for 
Section 03 will be 1:45–3:45. 
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READINGS AND WEBSITE 
All of the readings will be made available to you in electronic form, 
and you needn’t buy a textbook. Here’s the course website infor-
mation: 

danielwharris.com/teaching/201/ 

username: hunter 
password: metaphysics 

COURSE OBJECTIVES  

If all goes well, here’s what will happen this semester: 

• You’ll learn about some central metaphysical and epistemologi-
cal questions and the ways that some influential analytic 
philosophers have tried to answer them. 

• You’ll get better at thinking like a philosopher. This means think-
ing clearly about hard questions, taking a rationally critical atti-
tude toward your own and others’ answers to those questions, 
and being willing to go where the best reasons and arguments 
lead. 

• You’ll get better at reading like a philosopher. This means identi-
fying what’s important and controversial in an author’s claims, 
distinguishing between rational and irrational support for those 
claims, and noticing the weak spots in their arguments. 

• You’ll get better at writing like a philosopher. This means being 
clear about what you’re trying to say, giving the best possible 
rational support for your claims, and anticipating the objections 
of those who disagree. 

• Since these ways of thinking, reading, and writing are useful for 
dealing with issues outside philosophy, you’ll gain some skills 
that you can use in other courses, and in your everyday life. 

HOW TO GET A GOOD GRADE 
Getting an A in this course will require you to do all of the follow-
ing: 
• Do all of the readings before we discuss them in class, and in 

most cases again afterward. 

• Attend class and display your knowledge of the readings on the 
quizzes and in class discussion. 

• Regularly engage in class discussion. Visit my office hours or 
email me if there’s something you’d like to talk about more. 

• Work hard at understanding and thinking critically about the 
theories we discuss.  

• Learn to write in the clear, concise, and convincingly argumenta-
tive style that philosophers prefer. 

• Ruthlessly revise and proofread your essays until they are written 
in clear and grammatical English. 

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY  
Hunter College regards acts of academic dishonesty (e.g., plagia-
rism, cheating on examinations, obtaining unfair advantage, and 
falsification of records and official documents) as serious offenses 
against the values of intellectual honesty. The College is commit-
ted to enforcing the CUNY Policy on Academic Integrity and will 
pursue cases of academic dishonesty according to the Hunter Col-
lege Academic Integrity Procedures. 



TENTATIVE READING SCHEDULE 
Note: this schedule is subject to change. The course website will contain a current version. 

TUESDAYS FRIDAYS

1 Aug 28 
Introduction

2 Sept 1 
Russell, The Problems of Philosophy, chs. 1–4

Sept 4 
Russell, The Problems of Philosophy, chs. 5–8

3 Sept 8 
Class Cancelled (this class only)

Sept 11 
Class Cancelled (this class only)

4 Sept 15 
No Class at Hunter

Sept 18 
Russell, The Problems of Philosophy, chs. 9–15

5 Sept 22 
No Class at Hunter

Sept 25 
Ayer: ‘The Argument from Illusion’ 

Austin: ‘The Argument from Illusion’

6
Sept 29 

Gibson: ‘A Theory of Direct Visual Perception’ 
FIRST ESSAY DUE

Oct 2 
Quine: ‘Two Dogmas of Empiricism’ (excerpt) 

Quine: Word & Object, Ch.1

7 Oct 6 
Chisholm: ‘The Myth of the Given’

Oct 9 
D. M. Armstrong: ‘Is Introspective Knowledge Incorrigible?’ 

Philosophy TV: Schwitzgebel & Gertler on Introspection

8
Oct 13 

Brie Gertler: ‘In Defense of Mind-Body Dualism’ 
Frank Jackson: ‘What Mary Doesn’t Know’

Oct 16 
Peter Carruthers: ‘The Mind is the Brain’

9 Oct 20 
Paul Churchland: ‘Functionalism and Eliminative Materialism’

Oct 23 
Hillary Putnam: ‘The Meaning of “Meaning”’

10 Oct 27 
Saul Kripke: Naming and Necessity (excerpt)

Oct 30 
Michael Loux: ‘Modality and Possible Worlds’ 

David Lewis: ‘Possible Worlds’

11 Nov 3 
Sowyer: ‘Abstract Entities’

Nov 6 
Dorr: ‘There Are No Abstract Entities’

12
Nov 10 

Lila Gleitman & Elissa Newport:  
‘The Invention of Language by Children’

Nov 13 
Fodor: ‘The Present Status of the Innateness Controversy’

13 Nov 17 
Fodor (continued)

Nov 20 
Bonjour: ‘In Defense of the A Priori’

14 Nov 24 
Devitt: ‘There is no A Priori’

Nov 27 
No Class at Hunter

15 Dec 1 
TBD

Dec 4 
TBD

16 Dec 8 
TBD

Dec 11 
TBD 

FIRST ESSAY DUE


