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For your term paper, your job will argue for a philosophical thesis on one of the topics 
we cover in the course. You can choose to do one of the following: 

• Argue that one of the essays we’ve read in class is flawed, unconvincing, or incoher-
ent (if you choose this option, you shouldn’t write about Russell; you did that in the 
first paper). 

• Articulate and defend an alternative to one of the positions we’ve learned about—a 
position that improves on one that we’ve studied. 

• Compare two positions on the same topic, and argue that one is superior to another. 
Whichever option you choose, your goal should be to articulate a thesis and then make 
a clear and rationally convincing case for it. 

The term-paper assignment has three components: 

First Draft (10% of final grade) —due by midnight on Sunday, Nov. 22nd 
The first draft should be a fully-written essay—something that you will be proud to show 
to other students in the class and get their feedback on. You will also get some feedback 
and a grade on this essay from Professor Harris. This draft should be at least 750 words, 
which will leave some room to expand it in ways that respond to feedback in your final 
draft. This draft should be prepared for anonymous peer review. That means that it 
shouldn’t have your name anywhere in the body of the document. You should submit it 
to Professor Harris by email. 

Peer Feedback (10% of final grade) —due by midnight on Wednesday, Dec. 2nd 
You will be sent anonymized first drafts by two other students. Your job will be to give 
helpful feedback on both of these drafts. This should take the following form: first, you 
will write a short summary of their thesis and argument (150–200 words), and then you 
will make some suggestions about how the author could improve their essay in the final 
draft (150–200 words). Your main goal is to be helpful! This may involve being critical—
a good way to help someone craft a strong argument is to point out the weak spots in 
the current draft—but the criticism should be accompanied by suggestions for im-
provement. Think of yourself as a behind-the-scenes collaborator. 
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Final Draft (25% of final grade) —due by midnight on Thursday, Dec. 17th  1

The final draft should show significant improvement over your first draft, and it should 
address the issues raised by professor Harris and by your peer reviewers. This draft 
should be approximately 1000–1200 words long. 

Please Note 
• Your first draft, comments, and final draft should all be submitted by email. Don’t 

forget to prepare your first draft for blind peer review (no name in the body of the 
document). 

• It is very important that you hand in your first draft and your comments on time, be-
cause failure to do so will interfere with other students’ work. For this reason, late 
first drafts and peer feedback will be penalized by one full letter grade per day. 

• It’s okay to use sources from outside the required readings, but that’s not required for 
the paper. 

Here are some resources for help with the paper: 
• Peter Horban’s “Writing a Philosophy Paper”  

http://www.sfu.ca/philosophy/resources/writing.html 
• Jim Pryor’s “Guidelines on Writing a Philosophy Paper” 

http://www.jimpryor.net/teaching/guidelines/writing.html 
• Make an appointment with Carolyn Blaney, the philosophy department’s  

peer writing tutor. 
https://huntercollegephilosophytutor.youcanbook.me 

• Visit my office or email me with questions or ideas!

 Note, this is an extension from the original deadline, which was Sunday, Dec. 13th.1
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