
FINAL EXAM  |  PHILO 101 ONLINE  |  FALL 2017 

INSTRUCTIONS 
Choose one question from each section and answer it with a concise essay. 

length: Each answer should be no longer than 800 words. Shorter is better, if you’ve 
adequately answered the questions. You will be penalized for including material that is 
not germane to your answer, so make sure that every word counts. 

method of submission: Email the answers to philo101huntercollege@gmail.com. The 
answers should be in the body of your email, not in an attachment. Make sure to save a 
copy of your answers on your computer (and keep a backup somewhere else too!). 

due date: Answers should be emailed to me by 11:59PM on Wednesday, Dec. 20th. 

SECTION 1 
ETHICS AND POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY 

1. Some moral and political philosophers have argued that our most important value 
should be happiness, while other have argued that it should be freedom. Explain 
this debate. Make sure to describe the views and reasoning of at least one 
philosopher on either side, and to illustrate the disagreement by giving at least one 
example of a decision or public policy over which the two sides would disagree. 

2. A common complaint about many theories in ethics and political philosophy is that 
they are too demanding. Describe at least three of the theories that we learned 
about during the first half of the course, and explain why someone might think that 
each one places unreasonable moral demands on us. 

SECTION 2 
METAPHYSICS AND EPISTEMOLOGY 

3. Explain the distinction between rationalism and empiricism, and describe the 
debate between the two views. Explain what you take to be the best reason for 
being a rationalist and the best reason for being an empiricist. Which is more 
compelling, and why? 

4. Descartes argues that he is, fundamentally, a unified, immaterial thinking thing that 
could exist independently of his body. Explain three different ways that later 
philosophers have disagreed with this position. Each should come from one of our 
readings from this semester.
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